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and anxiety which press upon him, he not seldom forgets 
a duty which he owes to himself and to the cause which he 
represents, viz., the close and critical study of the Word 
which he preaches. If reminded of the fact, he at once 
recognizes it, but the difficulties in the way are so great, 
the interruptions so many, that some outside influence must 
be brought to bear, it' a change is to be effected. Such an 
outside influence The Hebrew Student is intended to 
furnish, and short as has been its history, the good already 
wrought in this direction is by no means inconsiderable. 

(7) It is unnecessary here to refer to the importance, 
at the present time, of Old Testament study. Old 
Testament questions are the "burning questions" of the day. 
And it would seem a wise policy on the part of thinking 
ministers and laymen, to follow the discussions on these 
questions as they appear from time to time. 

This purpose, these claims, and the considerations 
supporting these claims, we lay before the five thousand 
pastors and students, who receive this number, and we 
ask in all earnestness, is this not an undertaking which 
every Christian can well afford to encourage and assist ? 



Editorial Notes. 



The fourth edition of Delitzsch's Hebrew New Testa- 
ment, just published, will be welcomed by all lovers of the 
Hebrew. Such a version will prove of valuable service. In 
missionary work among the Jews, it will, of course, be in- 
dispensable. A translation was issued some years since 
by the London Society, but it is far from being first-rate. 
Aside from this however, as is suggested by Caspar Rene" 
Gregor (The Independent, April 13th), it will offer to min- 
isters " a more intimate acquaintance with the New Testa- 
ment, by giving to the Gospels the coloring of the speech 
in which the characters depicted spoke." This is a sug- 
gestion of no mean importance. It is now generally agreed 
that Christ spoke for the most part in Aramaic, and it has 
been said that nearly all recent progress in New Testa- 
ment learning has come from a deeper delving through 
the treasures of Aramaic and Neo-Hebrew. Such being 
the case, the value of a translation into Hebrew, through 
the study of which one must pass to that of Aramaic, can- 
not easily be over-estimated. 

It has been but a few years since the departments of 
Old and New Testament exegesis were assigned to a single 
professor, who was expected to perform the duties of both. 
They were, in fact, regarded as a single department, and 
together received only as much time as was given to each 
of the other departments. This arrangement, it is true, 
still exists in a few seminaries ; but in the great majority 
of theological schools, the fact is recognized that these are 
distinct departments, each entitled to the entire service of 
an instructor. Nor is this all ; in some of the largest and 
best equipped seminaries, an assistant professor is em- 
ployed in the department of the Old Testament. Is this 
not significant ? That which in time past has been neg- 
lected, is now to receive its due share of attention. No 
one, it is believed, can object to this. 



" We are busy also in trying to increase the number of 
those who can read God's word in the original." So writes 
a distinguished professor and scholar in one of our largest 
seminaries. The course of study is essentially the same 
in all theological schools, and it is supposed to be the best 
that can be pursued by those who are preparing for the 
ministry. It is the course of study which has been mapped 
out by the united wisdom of the leaders of all denomina- 
tions. But is it the best ? Can it not be improved ? 
Would it not be better, the voice of church-leaders to the 
contrary, e.g., to omit that distasteful, distressing, disturb- 
ing study, that theological bug-bear, Hebrew ? It is prob- 
able that if allowed to reconstruct the course, nine-tenths 
of the students who enter the theological seminary would 
strike Hebrew out of the curriculum. And why ? For the 
same reason that children, if it were left to their pleas- 
ure, would do away with schools. Such students, and 
there are too many such, not only betray their ignorance 
of that which is best for them, but exhibit an unjustifiable 
and unpardonable spirit in presuming to dictate concerning 
a matter in reference to which there is, so generally, a 
united opinion. 

The controversy concerning the Pentateuch, which was 
kindled in G-ermany by Wellhausen's " History of Israel," 
and in Great Britain and the United States through Rob- 
ertson Smith's " Lectures on the Old Testament in the 
Jewish Church," is still increasing. That which has occa- 
sioned so great anxiety to many, is not so much the results 
of Wellhausen's investigations as the irreverent and even 
frivolous manner, in which he has declared almost the 
whole Mosaic law a product of the exilic and post-exilic 
age, pronouncing the history of the Exodus and of 
the legislation legendary or merely fictitious. Pro- 
fessor Delitzsch, who has always recognized the well- 
founded right of Pentateuchal analysis, has published 
twelve Essays, entitled " Critical Studies on the Penta- 
teuch, " in Luthardt's "Zeitschrift fur hirchliche Wissen- 
schaft und hirchliches Leben " for the year 1880, in which 
he undertakes to show that it is possible to maintain the 
union of different records and codifications in the Penta- 
teuch without denying the essential truth of the history, 
and without surrendering the reverence which we owe to 
the Holy Scriptures. As these twelve Essays are not ac- 
cessible to most American readers, a compendious state- 
mentof Professor Delitzsch's views, which he has given in 
the form of theses to his English Exegetical Society, can- 
not but be welcomed by the public as well as by the more 
critical students. These theses are in this number printed 
together, for the first time, and being, it is believed, free 
from inaccuracies, may be regarded as the latest expression 
of the views, held by the renowned Professor upon this im- 
portant topic, The Neiv Criticism. 

The notices, given " The Hebrew Student " by the 
religious press of different denominations, have been very 
kind and encouraging. From all sides there have been re- 
ceived words of commendation and wishes for success. It 
is certainly a source of great satisfaction to have this to 
say. We do not enter upon the editorial work without 
many misgivings. There are some points which make the 
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position, in this case, an extremely trying one. But for the 
strong feeling that such a paper ought to exist, the ven- 
ture would never have been made. But it has been made, 
and hearty assurances of support from friends have been 
received ; the only thing that remains is to do our best. 

The Independent was probably napping, or the follow- 
ing would not have appeared in its issue of April 20th : — 

" Prof. S. Ives Curtiss, D.D., Professor of Hebrew in the 
Chicago Theological Seminary, has begun the monthly is- 
sue of a journal to be called The Hebrew Student, etc.'' 

There is little doubt that the journal would have been 
far better and far more successfully managed by 
Prof. Curtiss. There is not, in all America, a man bet- 
ter fitted to edit such a journal ; but facts are facts, and 
although, we are assured, he is deeply interested in The 
Hebrew Student, and is rendering it most valuable assis- 
tance, it cannot be said that he has assumed the editorial 
responsibility of the paper. We may be permitted to add 
that the fear, expressed in the same notice, lest "too much 
space be given to articles not critical," is founded upon a 
misconception of the purpose for which the paper was 
established. 

The second paper of the four which Prof. Curtiss fur- 
nishes us, is, if possible, more interesting than the first. A 
better resume 1 (Section 12) of the contents of the Penta- 
teuch can not be found. We trust that the opinions here 
presented will be carefully examined. It is well worth 
while to weigh whatever such a writer as Delitzsch may 
say in reference to this question. He may be wrong, yet 
scarcely altogether wrong. At all events he is entitled to 
a fair and unprejudiced hearing. 

We desire to acknowledge our obligations to the Jewish 
press for the uniformly kind and even flattering recep- 
tion which they have accorded the Student. To have 
been recommended as worthy of support among Jewish 
circles, is an honor we had not expected. It is our desire 
to obtain the aid and assistance of Jewish teachers and 
scholars. This enterprise is one in which they will cer- 
tainly be interested, and also one which they, of all men, 
are most able to help. 

Prop. Taylor's spicy review of the methods employed 
by Wm. Robertson Smith, will be followed by an article in 
the next number in which he will point out more at length 
some of the self-contradictions of which Prof. Smith 
seems to be guilty in the volume to which reference is 
made. We only regret that the writer was not allowed 
more space for the present article. The discussion of 
such questions is too difficult to be brief. 

The list of "Recent Papers Relating to the Old Testa- 
ment" will be of service to our readers. It will indicate 
the great amount of study and thought now being devoted 
to these subjects. The list is not so complete as we hope 
to make it hereafter. 

In the article on The Peshito, in No. 1 a typographical 
error occured in the first two Syriac words which are 
spelled : NfpJH 'VIDtlb, but should have been : 

twin yDrb. 



The Word DTP (Drip). 

There is entire agreement that this word signifies (in the 
sing.) man; but a question is made as to whether there is 
an attending implication of mortality, weakness, littleness. 
One writer says, 1 "The meaning is doubtful, but the weight 
of authority is in favor of connecting it with fllO and of 
rendering it mortals, men generally." Nagelsbach speak- 
ing of the phrase i ?^^i£' , TIC says, 2 " It involves the idea 
of weakness, inconsiderableness, lowliness," and seems to 
imply that this idea is suggested by TP- Again he writes, 3 
"DTP is wont to be used in a contemptuous sense." In 
another place, 4 however, after making a statement similai 
to the above, he says, " It designates only masculine indi- 
viduals." Luther's version renders it once, 5 armer Havfe, 
poor crowd. 

Against these, we might cite Ewald, 6 who derives it 
from nnPi an d makes it signify, the extended, grown, 
adult [males']. This is accepted by Gresenius, 7 Sehroeder,*' 
and Fiirst. 9 The last gives vir, homo, (man) as the equiva- 
lent, and says that it is used in no other sense, adding, "not 
mortal but rather male." The Peshito (Is. xli. 14) renders 
it by pjQ (host), and (Is. ill. 25) by VV?]? (a mighty man). 

1. As to the implication of mortality. 

This is based upon a reference to J"V)Q as the root ; but 
the Massoretic pointing is against it. If from J"VlO, the 
vowel would be unchangeable, and it must be pointed 
DTO- Does the use of the word in the 0. T. point to such 
a meaning in it as requires its reference to J"V)0 ? This 
investigation should also discover to us the attendant 
signification, if it have any. 

2. As to the evidence of the various passages in which it 
is found ? 

1) Deut. ii. 34 ; ill. 6. Here, evidently, DJ1Q is set in 
contrast to tlJOm D^JJ-'JiTli (the women and the children). 
The Targum of Onkelos renders by "QJ> man. The Pesh. 
has apparently read PHD, for it gives 1f2^7, wholly; 
and the same pointing may have suggested the hexes of 
the lxx. 

Job. IX. 3 [B. V.] Shall thy lies make men hold their 
peace? Ps. XVII. 14 [E. V.] From men which are thy hand 

men of the world. In these two passages and those 

above given, there is no indication of any meaning other 
than that suggested by Ewald. 

2) Gen. xxxiv. 30 ; Deut. iv. 27 ; 1 Chr. xvi. 19 ; Ps. 
cv. 12 ; Jer. xliv. 28. "IflDO TIP- The only difficulty 
here, is in "IflDO ! an< ^ i* is by all conceded that it has in 
this construction, the notion ofpossibility of being counted, 
hence of comparative fewness. The rendering is few men; 
so the LXX translate it by oligoi arithmo, or some equiv- 
alent expression. 

Deut. XXVI. 5 ; xxvm. 62. D^O TIP- Plainly, men 
of fewness. Deut, xxxm. 6. "IfiDD VfiO TW- The 
question here is, as to whether the negative of the preced- 
ing clause shall be held to modify Ti'- 10 Holding thus, the 
lxx. give polus (many), and the Pesh., JO'JQ3 *'" « mul- 
titude). 

3) In the construct with various genitives: Job. xix. 19, 
with HID; xxii. 15 with |1N; xxxi. 31, with, ^HK; Is. v. 
13, with 3JT1 ; Job. xi, 11 and Ps. xxvi. 4, with $)&. In 
each of these places, there can be no doubt but that TO 



